
Iden
tify H

azards
T

h
e first step in

 creatin
g a disaster plan

 is to
iden

tify w
h

at types of disasters cou
ld h

appen
to you

.  Y
ou

r local fire an
d police

departm
en

ts, E
m

ergen
cy M

an
agem

en
t

A
gen

cy, pu
blic h

ealth
 agen

cy or disaster
relief organ

ization
 are good sou

rces of
in

form
ation

 in
 assessin

g com
m

u
n

ity risk
s.

prepare your disaster plan

Questions to ask
♦

W
h

at types of disasters are
m

ost lik
ely to h

appen
 in

 you
r

h
om

e or com
m

u
n

ity?

♦
W

h
at are you

r best sou
rces of

in
form

ation
 to alert you

 to a
disaster?

♦
W

h
at are th

e com
m

u
n

ity
w

arn
in

g sign
als an

d w
h

at do
th

ey m
ean

?

♦
W

h
at plan

s are in
 place at

you
r w

ork
place, sch

ool an
d

daycare?

♦
Is th

ere a n
eed for special

plan
n

in
g to accom

m
odate an

elderly or disabled person
?

♦
W

h
at option

s are available
for an

im
al care after a crisis?

Som
e possible types of disasters

N
atural

T
orn

ado
Flood
B

lizzard
H

eat W
ave

E
arth

qu
ak

e
H

u
rrican

e
M

u
dslide

A
ccidental

Fire
T

ran
sportation

C
h

em
ical R

elease

Intentional
B

om
bin

g
B

iological
C

h
em

ical
Sh

ootin
g

prepare your disaster plan C
reate P

lan
In

volvin
g th

e w
h

ole fam
ily in

 developin
g

you
r plan

 is essen
tial.  E

xplain
 th

e dan
gers

an
d th

e n
ecessity for a plan

.  U
se th

e sam
e

agen
cies in

 th
e “Iden

tify H
azards” section

 to
develop specific respon

ses.  C
om

m
it you

r
plan

 to paper an
d edu

cate each
 m

em
ber of

th
e fam

ily on
 h

ow
 an

d w
h

en
 it is u

sed.

Points to rem
em

ber
♦

D
evelop a respon

se to each
 h

azard iden
tified in

 th
e

“Iden
tify H

azards” section

♦
D

evelop a list of em
ergen

cy n
u

m
bers, in

clu
din

g som
eon

e
ou

t-of-tow
n

 th
at you

 can
 con

tact follow
in

g a disaster

T
each

 ch
ildren

 w
h

en
 an

d h
ow

 to u
se th

ese n
u

m
bers

♦
E

stablish
 a m

eetin
g place im

m
ediately ou

tside you
r h

om
e, as

w
ell as an

 ou
t-of-area destin

ation
 in

 case you
 can

n
ot retu

rn
h

om
e im

m
ediately

♦
A

ssem
ble a disaster su

pplies k
it

♦
C

on
du

ct a “h
om

e-h
azard h

u
n

t”

♦
L

earn
 w

h
en

 an
d h

ow
 to sh

u
t off w

ater, gas an
d electricity

♦
In

stall sm
ok

e detectors on
 each

 level of you
r h

om
e

♦
K

n
ow

 tw
o w

ays ou
t of every room

♦
In

corporate an
y special n

eeds for th
e elderly or disabled

♦
P

lan
 h

ow
 to care for pets follow

in
g a disaster

Disaster Supplies Kit

prepare your disaster plan P
ractice P

lan
E

ven
 th

e best plan
 is u

seless u
n

less it h
as

been
 practiced an

d m
ain

tain
ed.  R

ou
tin

ely
review

, practice an
d u

pdate you
r plan

s.

Schedule
M

on
th

ly
♦

C
h

eck
 sm

ok
e detectors

E
very Six M

on
th

s
♦

R
eview

 an
d practice disaster plan

 w
ith

 fam
ily

♦
C

on
du

ct fire drills
♦

R
eplace batteries, clean

 sm
ok

e detectors
♦

R
eplace food an

d w
ater in

 su
pply k

it
A

n
n

u
ally

♦
C

h
eck

 if fire extin
gu

ish
er is fu

lly ch
arged

♦
C

on
du

ct a h
om

e h
azards h

u
n

t

♦
M

ain
tain

 w
ork

in
g sm

ok
e detectors

♦
Secu

re propan
e gas tan

k
s

♦
K

eep h
eavy or break

able item
s low

♦
K

eep exit rou
tes clear

♦
A

void excess clu
tter/trash

 in
 an

d n
ear h

ou
se

♦
Secu

re m
obile h

om
e fou

n
dation

♦
Secu

re h
an

gin
g item

s
♦

Safely store poison
ou

s or h
azardou

s item
s

♦
E

n
su

re u
tility con

n
ection

s are in
 good sh

ape
♦

C
h

eck
 for fire h

azards

The Hom
e-Hazard Hunt

A
 h

om
e h

azard is an
yth

in
g th

at
can

 create or in
ten

sify a disaster.

N
on

perish
able food

C
an

n
ed m

eats, fru
its,

vegetables, sou
ps, ju

ices,
m

ilk
; pean

u
t bu

tter,
crack

ers, gran
ola bars,

trail m
ix

First A
id K

it
In

clu
de prescription

m
edication

C
loth

in
g &

 B
eddin

g
O

n
e ch

an
ge of cloth

in
g

an
d footw

ear per person
;

blan
k

ets or sleepin
g bags

San
itation

 Item
s

P
erson

al h
ygien

e item
s,

plastic garbage bags an
d

ties, bu
ck

et w
/lid, disin

-
fectan

t, bleach

T
oolsFlash

ligh
t &

 radio w
ith

 extra
batteries, N

O
A

A
 w

eath
er

radio, h
an

d can
 open

er, A
B

C
type fire extin

gu
ish

er, w
ren

ch
,

sign
al flare, du

ct tape

Special Item
s

B
aby n

eeds, extra eyeglasses,
cash

 or travellers ch
eck

s,
book

s &
 gam

es

prepare a three
day supply

W
ater for th

ree days
O

n
e gallon

 per
person

 per day



Fam
ily Disaster

Preparedness Guide

State of O
h

io

Fire
Flood
Tornado
Terrorism
 D

isasters--n
atu

ral an
d m

an
-

m
ade-- pose a poten

tial th
reat to

ou
r com

m
u

n
ities an

d ou
r

fam
ilies.  H

ow
 you

 prepare for
an

d respon
d to th

ese disasters
directly affects you

 an
d you

r
fam

ily’s ch
an

ce for su
rvival.

T
h

is gu
ide provides an

 overview
on

 w
h

at you
 can

 do to protect
you

r fam
ily from

 poten
tial

disasters.

Rem
em

ber
Preparation = Survival

executing your disaster plan

executing your disaster plan

D
u

rin
g D

isaster
A

fter th
e D

isaster
T

h
e k

ey to su
rvivin

g a disaster is to
calm

ly, yet qu
ick

ly execu
te th

e specific
plan

 for th
e disaster you

 are experien
cin

g.

If disaster strikes
♦

R
em

ain
 calm

 an
d patien

t
♦

P
u

t you
r disaster plan

 in
to action

♦
P

rovide assistan
ce to th

ose w
ith

 special
n

eeds, in
 accordan

ce w
ith

 you
r plan

♦
C

h
eck

 for in
ju

ries
♦

L
isten

 to local n
ew

s for in
form

ation
an

d in
stru

ction

Fire

Tornado

Flood

Chem
ical

Release/
Biological
Event

♦
O

n
ly figh

t sm
all fires n

ot in
 dan

ger of block
in

g exit
♦

U
se back

 of h
an

d to ch
eck

 if doors are h
ot

♦
C

raw
l u

n
der sm

ok
e

♦
If trapped, close door, h

an
g a sh

eet from
 th

e w
in

dow
♦

M
eet at you

r design
ated spot

♦
N

ever re-en
ter a bu

rn
in

g bu
ildin

g
♦

C
all 911 from

 a n
eigh

bor’s h
ou

se

♦
T

ak
e im

m
ediate sh

elter if a w
arn

in
g is issu

ed
♦

G
o to basem

en
t or in

tern
al h

allw
ay

♦
A

void w
in

dow
s, glass or poten

tial flyin
g objects

♦
L

eave w
in

dow
s closed

♦
H

an
g on

to a h
eavy object w

ith
 on

e h
an

d
♦

U
se th

e oth
er h

an
d to protect face an

d n
eck

♦
D

u
rin

g a W
A

T
C

H
, prepare to evacu

ate
♦

D
u

rin
g a W

A
R

N
IN

G
, evacu

ate im
m

ediately u
sin

g
prim

ary or altern
ate evacu

ation
 rou

te
♦

Fill bath
tu

b w
ith

 w
ater in

 case of con
tam

in
ation

♦
A

void flood w
aters an

d areas pron
e to floodin

g
♦

Sh
u

t off L
P

 tan
k

s at sou
rce

♦
L

isten
 to n

ew
s for in

stru
ction

s: FO
L

L
O

W
 T

H
E

M
♦

P
repare to evacu

ate an
d/or u

se disaster su
pply k

it
♦

Stay aw
ay from

 victim
s u

n
til th

reat is iden
tified

♦
Stay u

pw
in

d, tak
e sh

allow
 breath

s th
rou

gh
 a tow

el
♦

A
void possible con

tam
in

ated food, w
ater an

d areas

Quick Reference:   for som
e potential Ohio hazards

T
h

e em
otion

s follow
in

g a disaster can
 be

devastatin
g.  It is cru

cial to th
e safety of

you
r fam

ily to rem
ain

 calm
, listen

 for an
d

th
en

 follow
 official in

stru
ction

s.

After
♦

Follow
 plan

 for specific disaster
♦

L
isten

 to n
ew

s reports for in
form

ation
 an

d in
stru

ction
♦

A
ssess con

dition
 of h

ou
se, u

sin
g a flash

ligh
t, n

ot an
open

 flam
e

♦
Sm

ell for gas leak
s, startin

g w
ith

 w
ater h

eater
♦

Sh
u

t off an
y dam

aged u
tilities

♦
C

lean
 u

p an
y h

azardou
s or flam

m
able spills

♦
T

reat in
ju

ries
♦

N
otify local an

d ou
t-of-tow

n
 con

tacts, th
en

 on
ly u

se
ph

on
e to report life-th

reaten
in

g em
ergen

cies
♦

D
ocu

m
en

t dam
age for in

su
ran

ce claim
s

In
 som

e em
ergen

cies, particu
larly w

ith
ch

em
ical, biological or terrorist in

ciden
ts, local

officials m
ay advise you

 to “sh
elter in

 place.”  If
th

is is th
e case, gath

er you
r fam

ily an
d su

pply k
it

in
side.  U

se a tow
el or dam

p cloth
 to provide

som
e breath

in
g protection

.  C
lose all w

in
dow

s
an

d doors an
d fireplace dam

pers.  Sh
u

t off all
fan

s an
d h

eatin
g an

d air con
dition

in
g system

s.
U

n
less oth

erw
ise directed, m

ove to an
 in

terior
room

 above grou
n

d level an
d seal an

y w
in

dow
an

d door crack
s an

d ven
ts w

ith
 du

ct tape.  W
ait

for in
stru

ction
s from

 au
th

orities.

“Shelter in Place”

Bob Taft, Governor

Em
ergency Num

bers
Fire:______________

P
olice:____________

H
ospital:__________

P
oison

: 1-800-222-1222

or:_____________

Fam
ily C

on
tact

local:___________________

N
on

-local:______________

M
eetin

g P
lace (location

)

O
u

tside H
ou

se:__________________

O
u

tside N
eigh

borh
ood:___________

State of Ohio Security Task Force

PrepareExecute

Iden
tify H

azards

A
fter th

e D
isaster

D
u

rin
g D

isaster

C
reate P

lan

P
ractice P

lan

Kenneth L. Morckel, Director
Ohio Departm

ent of Public Safety
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